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.n savage art seems to have led Mr. Epstein to feel further that these
mists also offered a new way of making statements about the
supernatural. True, the religious and superstitious ideas which
:hey sought to express were remote from those of Christianity,
out at any rate they both existed on the same supernatural plane,
and it would be worth trying whether their methods could not be
adapted to the needs of European art.

This seems to be what Mr. Epstein has tried to do in " Behold
the Man ! " He has vivified European religious art by an infusion
of dark blood, itself not pure but drawn from the African, the
Aztec and many other races. The first result of his experiment is
not perhaps in every way a success, but before judging it we must
estimate the difficulties in the artist's way. There was much senti-
mentality and clap-trap to be cleared away from the idea of religious
art, and there was the problem of applying savage principles to a
Christian theme. Mr. Epstein was, therefore, forced to concentrate
on the absolute essentials of his problem, and this may account for
the almost too great simplicity of expression, which we can imagine
being elaborated in later works of the same kind. In a sense,
however, this extreme simplicity makes the statue the more
suitable to be placed in a church, where it would be seen from a
distance and would make its appeal instantly. Those priests who
have said that they would be glad to see the statue in their own
church might well find, that apart from delivering a few severe
shocks, it would admirably fulfil its function as an image.

ANTHONY BLUNT

It must he remembered that a statue like " Behold the
Man! " is not shown in a public gallery, nor set out in the
street, but exhibited in a private gallery into which no one
is compelled to go, and be either u affronted or insulted ",
and where the Gallery, moreover, make a charge for admis-
sion. I have carefully refrained from advocating religious
or idealistic propaganda of any sort, and hare always put out
my sculpture as sculpture. I am not connected with a school
or movement or cult, and the charge of self-advertisement is
clearly ridiculous, as I am one of hundreds, nay thousands of
artists, who exhibit every year. The charges of blasphemy
make one think of the days of witchcraft and the auto-da-fe*
Actually my religious statues hare had strong4 support from